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OPER.TICK. Operation FERSHING.

PERICD.COVERED: 061630 December 1967 - 202400 Decenber 1967,

LOC.TION: TiM GU.N, HOAI NHOW District, BINH DI

CO4 1D HE DQUARTERS: 1st Brigade, fst air Cavalry Division.

REFORTING OFFICER. Cclonel Donald V. Rattan, CC, 1st Bde,

TACK ORGANIZ.TICH.

a, 6-10 Dacember
ist Bde, 1st 4CD

ACav Flt, 4 1-50 Mech (eff 08125 Dee)

TF 1-8 Cav
1-8 Cav -
2 iCav Flts, A 1-50 Mech (1 Flt eff 061700 Dec

to 081245 Dec 67)

D 1-50 Mech (eff 071230 Dec to 101530 Dec 67)
A Troop 1-9 Cav (061750 - 062025 Dec 67)
2 Sec, C L-60 arty (AW)
4y Bth Engr (=) {(with 6 D7 Dozers 19th Engr)

- 2-8 Cav ‘
IF 1-12 Cav (eff 090930 Dec 67)
3 1-50 Mech (eff 100630 Dec 67)
1 tech (-) (TF DOLPHIN) (Received 080800 Dec 67)
1-50 Mech (released 100630 Dec 67)
1-8 Cav (091100 Dec to 100730 Dec 67)
3-12 (091541 Dec to 101219 Dec 67)

-50
B
B
c

Downgfaded At 3 Year Intervals
Declassified ifter 12 Years
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b, 11 -~ 14 December
{st Bde, 1st ACD
:tCaV Plt, 4:'\. 1-& HE!Ch
1=-8 Cav
2-8 Cav

TF 1-12 Cav
B 1-50 Mech (released 140800 Dec)

i, 8th Engr {-)

1-50 Mech (-) (released 140800 Dec)
C 1-8 Cav (eff 111045 = 130730 Dec)

e. 15 - 18 December
1st Bde, tst ACD
iCav Flt, A 1-50 Mech
1-8 Cav

TF 2-8 Cav
C 1-50 dMech (eff 161400 Dee)

TF 1-12 Cav
i (=) 1-50 Hech (eff 151455 Dec)
C 1-50 liech (eff 160945 - 161400 Dec)
4, 8th Engr (=)
4, 19 - 20 Dec
' 1st Bde, 1st ACD
iCav Tlt, A 1-50 Mech

1-8 Cav (-D, 191707 - 201446 Dec)

TF 2-8 Cav r. ) E
D 1-8 Cav {eff 191707 - 20144b Dec)
C 1=-50 Mech

TF 1-12 Cav

i (~) 1-50 Mech

e. 1st Bde, tst ACD attached units 06 20 Dec 67.:
(1) aCav Plt, & 1-50 Mech {eff 081245 Dec)
(2) 1st Fit, S5k5th ¥P Co
(3) 1st Co, 222d WPFF Bn
() 2 Sads, 25th Inf Scout Dog Flt
%5) Tm, 13th 5ig
6) Tm, 245th Fsyops Co
(7) =, IFV/CI, 191st MI Det
2
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7. (C) SUFTURTING FGRCES.

., 8th Engr (D3)

219 irty (105) (DS)

2-20 srty {«4) (GS)

713 irty (105) (-B Btry, GSR 2-19 Arty)
B(-) 7-15 arty (8") (GSR 2-19 Arty)
C 1=30 Arty {155) {GsR 2-19 APty)
B & C Co, 228th ~HB

A Co, 229th .HB

Pothfinder Tms, 11th ~vn Gp

In Sec, 11th .vn Gp

TaCE

4 Co, 15th ¥ed 3n

i Det, 27th Maint En

2d F3E, st ACD spt Cad

L Sect, B 1-29 ~rty (TB) (CTCON)
L Sqds, B List arty (iv)

7th Adr Force (TiCAIR)

19th Engr (Bulldozer Support)

g, (C) INTELLIGENCE.

a. During the last week of November and the first part of
Decamber there were meny indicaticns +thot significant ecombined VC/22d
MV.. Regiment operctions were being planned for the =0NG SCli Flains
area, There were many egent reports concerning this, and other
jntelligence indicated that the 22d V. Regimental Headquarters moved
into the T.X GU.H (BS 893086) crea on Or about 2 December. By 5-6
December reports of meajor attacks being plenned on T.2 QUM and .RVH
instzllcticns and bridges along Hwy 1 between BCYG SOU and Tu¥ QUL
were swalling in vclune.

b, Frobing attacks on the bridges and the ARVH installations
zlong Hwy 1 increased in intensity during the paeriod 1-4 December. The
sub-district headguarters at Tuli (Ui and the RV base a2t 1Z T
(Bs 89%087) both received ground atiocks on the night of 4 December.

¢. During the builcup pericd, aerial surveillance of tne entire
ZONG SOK Flain was intensified by scouts of the 1Ist Brigade and the
1-9 Cavelry Sguadron. Ground sezrch operations by the LOth /RVN Regiment
and the tst Erigade were inerezscd in tempo. Howsver, no firm contact
was mede with Vs units nor could they be accurztely located.

d. Late in the afterncen of 4 December, the 1st Brigade
received an intelligence repert indicating that the 22d Vs Regimentel
Headgquartiers was located in the LOth ALRVN ares epproximately 1500 mcters
scuth of 1LZ TOM. Scout helicopters from L Troop, 1-9 Cavalry Sgquadron
were sent to investigate and ipmediztely spotted an antenna znd received
eri21l arms fire, & Troop air assaulted an infantry platoon in the
vicinity (BS £97071) at 1630 hours; however, it was immediately pinned
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down by intense cnemy soall arms and autcmatic weapons fire cond unable
to move. At 1655 hours the 1-9 Cavalry Sguadron inserted the weapons
platocn of D Trocp to reinforce the platoon of /. Treep and it also was
pinned dewn and unable tc move. Elemonts of the 22d NV.. Regiment were
finally pinpointed and the Battle of TaM QUL began.

9. (C) HISSIGH. Fix and destroy the 22d NV Regiment

10. (C) COUWCIIT OF OTTZAa7IONS. The 1st Bde utilizes nechanized
furees, for zrmored protecticn and firerower, and crganic mancuver
units te overrun and destroy the enemy once he is fixed. 211 available
2ir snd artillery fires are utilized to drive the enemy frum his
prepared positicms or te destrcy him in his positicns pricr to all
attacks. Use of riot contrcl agent CS emphasized in the preps in
conjunction with artillery and =ir fires, Other 21lied forces and
organic and attached units used cn the periphery of contact areas to
inhibit the escape of the enemy. Deteiled planning and exccuticn of
artillery blocking fires, fires in the objective arec and illuminaticn
for night cperations is necessary. Contect with the encmy must be
maintzined but if lost irmedizte pursuit must be exceuted by fire,
aerial surveillance and by m=ncuver units. Thorcugh police of all
contzct areas is essenticl following the defeat and exypulsiuvn of the
enemmy. Friority of 21l fires to the attzcking units.

11.  (C) EXECUTICN.

a, Mzneuver, -
(1) 6 Dec: {Tsb .) 4t 1725 hours the 1st Brigede assumed

centrol of the acticn and the tst Bn, 8th Cav was directed to land forces

and destroy the enemy forces in the area. By 1800 hours B 1-8 Cav had

adr assanlted into the centact area at BS 297071 and v=s joincd by one

50V Flatocn of » 1-50 Mech that had moved frem 1Z =nGLISH.

ifter landing, B 1-8 attacked te the east, supported by the .FC's of

the 4.V Flatoon but was unable to penctrate the enay positicns which

werc well prerared and completely hidden in the dense undergrowth. Using

the aIC's and in 2 coordinzted effort with A 1-9, 1-8 Cav, wes able

to extract the twe cavalry squadron platoons, thot hzd made the initizl

contuct, by 2100 hours., after the extroction of the two crhvalry

squadren platouns, B 1-8 established their night perimeter with the

LCLV Platoon. Continucus illuminstion wes provided by flzreshirs, .

1oonshine snd bpecky and by 2200 hours the su2l1l arms ond automctic

weapons fire had cezsed, Centinuous artiltery support pounded the

apes of contzet thrcugheut the night and blocking fires interdicted the

eneny routes of egress., - )

(2) 7 Dec: (Tab B) it 0725 hours, a (S preg by ABi hitthe
cort act arez, followed by an artillery TOT. By 0815 hours, ¢ll elcments
of i 1-8 Cav had cumpleted their air assault to a secure LZ vicinity.

ES 895073 to jein in the attack. .nother ACAV Flctocn and the 2 Duster
Seetions from L2 LODOY jcined the forees in centoet at 0853 hours.
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Ly 0915 hours, Companies E and C, 2-8 Cav had completed their air assault
to D33 935045 and LS 930075, respectively, to inhibit the encay's escape
to the cast, Mcanwhile, on iRVE force consisting of one company of the
1st Dn, 40th Regi, onc Regionzl Force Campeny and one iIC Troop was
conducting operetions north of the arec of contact zbove the 08 E-W

grid line betwsen highwey 1 ond the South China Sea to inhiblt encmy
movement to the north. Another ARVY force, consisting of the Lth Bn
{-), 40th Regt and one compony of the 3d In, LOth Hegt, was conducting
operations to the south below the 06 E-W grid line. At 0915 hours the
attock to the east by 1-8 Cav begen, Stiff resistonce from the well
prepored enemy positicns halted the advance and the foreces were pulled
back to allow more artillery, CS, iRi and Tac air Strikes 1o hit the
arca, D 1-50 Mech was released from 2d I'rigade OTCON to 1-8 Cov at

1230 hcurs, At 1406 heurs, A and D Companies t=8 Cov with flame
thrower ..'C's cgain attacked the enery positions and successfully
penetrated the initisl bunker and trench network, The flemcthrowert!s
were especially useful in neutralizing the bunkers and trenches, Two
D=7 bulldozers were breought into the contact area to begin destruction
of the bunkers and trenches and to construct a causewdy across the
marshy rice paddy arcas for use by the fiFC!s, To the east the two
companies of 2-8 Cav had only sporndic contoet throughout the day a8
they pushed to the west, st 1645 hcurs, the CF of C Company was pinned
down by intense autcmotic weapons fire while crossing 2 riee paddy
vicinity LS 922072, The CP was finally extracted at 1900 hours and
Jcined the rest of the company at their night locaticn, The ARVN
foree conducting screening operaticns to the north of the area of
centact was engaged in heavy contact throughout the doy with enemy
forces trying to escape to the north. The JHVN force conducting the
serecning operaticn to the south had no ccntoct. At last light 211
units were estcbtlished in their night positions.

(3) 8 Dec: (Tab C) it 0745 hours, C 1-8 Cav air
assaulted to DS 895072 to relieve B 1-8 Cav in the contocl ared,
it 0815 hours, on artillery TOT hit the enemy positions vicinity
TS 899072. The TOT was followed by an oir strike and ancther
artillery TOT. & hichly effective CS zttack was then uscd driving
the enczy from their bunkers and trenches into an artillery TOT and
twenty three enemy werce killes cs verified by zerisl sccuts, At 0845
hours D 1-50 Mech began o reconnaissanee in force to the ecst edge
of the village encountering light resistonce., They vushed east .énd
north to vicinity DS 904073 and then retwrned to the starting point,
ifter an intensive CS and ertillery preparaticn, D 1-50 Mech and
i and C 1-8 Cav cenducted a cocrdinated attack east and north,
finding nmany destreyed bunkers and enemy killed by zrtillery ond eir
strikes, The ccmyanies swept back through the some Zrec, policing
the bottleficld, and returned to their night perimeter ot 1530 hours.
At 1130 hcurs the Hg 1-50 Mech ond B, 1-50 Mech become OICoY to the
1st Drigade and were sent to 1Z EKGLISH North, & secure Zrec, to
prepore for employment. 4t 1245 hours the two ACiV platoons of i,
1-50 Mcch were released fram the arca of contact and returned to
Lz LONGY cxd LZ INGLISH rospectively to assume their defensive
postwres, The two compenies of th 2-8 Cav had only light resistance
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from snipers threughout the day and at 1520 hcurs, were air assaulted
to vicinity BS 876114 in responsv 10 an intelligence report indicating
the 9th Bn, 22d HVi Regiment was located in that arer. The cunpanies
cstablished numerous zrbushus ond sent cut liller Teams but had no
ccntact. The RVi 40th Reginent continued their screening orcerations
north and scuth of the Dal IXIG battlefield. The northern screaming
force, comcsed of twe ccmyanies of the Lth 2n, cne Regicnal Forcees
Cempzny and cne «1C Treop, hzd no cuntact with enoumy forecs during

the day. The scuthern scroening force, cecrarosed of cne company of the
3¢ En cngaged the 8th 2n, 22d KV. Regiment vieinity BS 905052, This
cngagement ended 2t 1500 hours. Twe companies of the 4th En were
airlifted to the contact at 1650 hours tu reinforce the cemrany in
ccntect and an iRVE oTC Trcop meved into the area.

(4) 9 Deec: (Tab C) & & C 1-8 Ccv and D 1-50 Mech begen
the final swesp through DI UG ot OB45 hours after heavy artillery
and CS strikes, Therc was little ecnemy resistonce during the swecp
and the scuthern edge of the village wos recached at 1530 hours. The
force returnad to the nerthwestern edge of the village and esteblished
that loesticn at 1630 hours and roturned to L2 =IGLISH., B 1-50 moved
cut of LZ ENGLI-H North at Q700 heurs under control of Task Force
" Dolphint [1-50 lech (-I? and headed toward the beach vicinity BS
926079 where it weuld link wp with B 1-8 Cav, which 2ir assaulted
1500} north of that locaticn at 1102 hours, C 1-12 Czv, which had
arrived from DK TO at 1240 heurs, air assaulted to vicinity BS 927122
2t 1541 hours 2nd beceme OFCCH to Task Force Delphin at that time.

C 1-12 Cav established & blocking positicn te prevent the cnemy frem

using the bezch @z an escare route to the nerth. D 1-12 Cev, which

had arrived frem Dull TO at 1050 heurs, air assaulted to vicinity

BS 926079 and became CICON t¢ Task Foree Dulrhin. The 2-8 Cav

continued to search for the Gth Bn, 22d NV.. Regiment in the BONG SON

11ain west of highwey 1 but failed te make contzet. The scuthern
perecning force of the ARVN 40th Regiment, ccmpesed of the 3d BR (-},

Lth Bn (~) and cne 4lC Troop ccme under attack by elements of the 8th

Bn, 224 ¥V Regiment at 0520 hours. The attack was repulsed but

sporadic to heavy contoct continued throughout the day vieinity BS 905050,

(5) 10 Dec: (Tab C) «t approximately 0900 hours the
Commonding Officer of the 40th ARVY Regiment reported that
civilisns were seen rumning from the village of TRUVG LM (2)
(ES 925055), TF 1-12 relieved TF DULTHIN of curmend of the Task
Foree and its 40, B 1-12 Cav air assaulted to vicinity BS 926079 at
0852 hours and joined D 1-12 and B 1-50 Hech. TF 1-12 Cav was -
dirceted to turn B 1-50 Mech scuth and search TRUCKG LM {1). At .
0025 hours B 1-50 Mech moved southwest toward TrUUMG L.t (1), B
1212 begzn a search to the west. D 1-12 Cav continued to search and
destroy vicinity BS 923079, secking elements of the 7th En, 22nd NVa
Regiment that werea suspected to have withdrawn in that dirsetion.
it 1055 hours, while approaching TRUNG L:M (1), B 1-50 Mech came
under intense sm:ll arms and automatic weapouns fire. B 1-12 Cav

23 & LY R AU,



maneuveraed to the right (west) flank and € 1-12 Cav air assaulted

at 1220 hours tc BS §32055 t¢ close the left flank. Three coordinated
attacks by the three compenies verc mnde on the enemy positions during
the course of the afternoun, each being made after intensive artillery
preparcticn. ot 18350 hours the curpanies troke centact and cstablished
their night pesitions while artillery centinued to hit the enemy
positions throughout the night under illuminaticn ty flare ships. A

& D 7-8 Cov were nir assaulted to BR 968 684 and LR 925996, respectively,
at 1136 hours oné 1106 hours to block cnecy excape routes into the © 7
G.Y GIEF Mountains. it 0500 hours a combined force of the 3d Bn (-),
Lth Bn (-), LOth ARV Kegiment znd cne .IC Troop loczted 2t BS 211048
were attacked from the north by elements of the 8th Bn, 22d KV.i Regiment.
The cttack was repulsed with .Di, US artillery and SPOOKY providing
surrorting fires. The ARVN force attacked north four times begirming

at first light and inflicted heavy casunlties on the 8th Bn. &t 1545
hours D 1-50 Mech joined the ARVY forces and participeted in the fifth
and final asszult of the day at 1600 heurs. D 1-50 Mech remained

OFCUN to TF DCLIHIN; however, cluse coordinetion between the cOmmanGers
of the /GVN 40th-Regiment and TF Dolphin in e command and control
helicopter above the battlefield controlled and ccordinated the cambined
attack. The 1-8 Cov moved to and conducted search and desircy
operaticns in the BONG SCN Flain west of Highway 1 attempting tc nzke
contact with the Sth Bn, 22d V. Regiment; however, no signigicant
sishtings or contacts were made, .

(6) 1t Dec: (Tab D) TF 1-12 Cav initicted an attack
ageinst TRUCHG Lk (2) from the north &t 0715 hours after an intense
artillery TOT and Co strike, Resistsnce wes sporadic throughcut
the day and the centact was broken by noen, Further t¢ the north
in the vicinity of B3 920078, D 1-12 wes in light contact threughout
the day. 2-8 Cav continued to be positicned to inhibit enemy escagpe
to the G.Y GIEF Meuntains, «mbush elements of D 2-8 Cav loccted o2t
BS 926048 had contact with an unkncvn sized enemy furce at 2215 hours
and 2245 heurs, The enemy was moving frem north to south attempting
tc escape when contact wes made with the ambush clements. -8 Cav
continued to search for the 9th Bn, 224 iV. Kegiment in the area west
of Highwoy 1. The in bhad nu significant sightings or centacts
threughout the day. TF DOLIRIN hoed no enemy contect throuzhout the
duy, remoining in the vicinity of BS 911056 and cenducting a police
of the battlefield. The 3d and Lth Bns of the 4RVK 40th Regiment
were relieved in place by the 3d and Lth Vietnamese Marine Bns of
Marine Task Force .»lpha (¥TF.) and had nc contact during the doy.

(7) 12 Dec: (Tab D) MTF. and TF DCLFHIN as a combined
foree and TF 1-12 Cav began pursuit of the 22n¢ NVi. hegiment north
with Morine Task Force ilpha/7F TOLIHIM on the left, and TF 1-12
Cav on the right., D 1-50 =nd DI 1-12 whe were linked up =t the
boundary sepsrating TF 1-12 and Marine Task Force alrha, become engaged
with an unknown sized enemy force vicinity BS 917073 at 1055 hours.
artillery, .Jii, and a successful flanking movement from the east
eliminated this last pocket of resistence, The pursuit carried to




the U e oTis line vith oo further contect. 1-4 Crv and 2= Giv
cortinved w urarsio in Wieir ccudnued nren of oyeratione hut hed
o ciprificat ol _hliogs or ecertucunl,

s (T i) TF 1-12 C.v centlines ithe yursuit ':
porth furin s the doy ond ka0 ondy ene ecitiet. W 1-12 wsbushed :__
celim:tcs sow o of SV ot 217058 vt 30 hwurs -nd erntot Wil f
vwreken chortly therecfier. Ghe Tuel. forec centinued te work cu '
noadver's Lolend® (O G15007), centrundns bumters cad i -hting

positicne thers, rou hod ne furtber coatiel vith the cuery. The 1=0

Cov rod 2=£ C.v continued to corduet oelreh oid coltrey creraticns in

{heir cooimed wrew of overtiions, the 1= Crv sonrchingg wert of

i~may 1 ol 2= Czv ssirchin | frow thoir blockin-~ rositicns W tho ,
covth, tiocthar of thooe viitc i €0y eiAfiernt siphtings or ccntact i
taroushout the €y, 1T JWLTHID econtdvued to eonduet serreh ond
deulroy operttions vicinity . 615596 ut had no si-nilicont ecrtect
threu-houl the duy. s orine uck Force rpho cepeluded their crerction
ena relurne ccuth Lo their woronlly szsigned o ol UUOD hours.

() 14 Tec: (Fab ) ~11 sioments of the “rigace and 40th
Vo, hesiment eontinued search and Siutroy opercticns in their ~esigned
CUts but hud ne si-pificsrt edchiing or evrtact. he 1-50 lsch e,
£ g i} Comcnies were returnes o the 24 Lde at Glld heurs,

(12) 15 Dee:  (Tah m) In responte to b intellienez rejort
jndietins iat oan JV. ferce et in the vicinity of )
1620050, the 1st Yde reoved the 1=12 Cav to thet sensrl vieirity o
mnoe heavs centact -ith eloments of the 20¢ V.. Lerimeni, At the tine
of receirt of the intellizunce rejort, o 1-12 wes loccted vicindty I
033357 =xel € 1-12 uwmu locited vieiniiy i 9360LT. N 1-12 air asoaulted
vieimity B: 922052 fros Lo 7L oy 0719 hours nna all cowppaniet
began the scorch for the eneny. -t G310 hours contact e frdtisted
by C 1-12, .12 coroucdes Leon o close irto the zre: of
cortoet, .. raovesb s forirned Lo the fut ALY Ter o cdditional
» eeh Genmpeny from 1-55 ilech .ad cprrovel wre “rantec. C 1-12 rove
tc vicinity . 918053 =nd wme heuvily eninped 7 $~12 woved weet
to viciaity 1. 92155 nnd wis in mederate ecitzet, L 1=12 movaed
southuest rd lhun to the rorth exceutin. & fioaking meveaent and
wos in 1isht te heavy cont oot threuhecut the rovenent. The ccinmny
succeeded in wepstroting the erary peviticns to vicirity 50 91305L.

L (=) 1-52 ivech Lecwne .. G L te 112 Cov ot 14,55 hours =ad moved into
poeiticn with C 1-12 for «iiotlher -ttt ck., Inteusive tcctienl Ar
ctrikes g on artillery yreparaison 1ers used in o etterat o

1-12 Cov oitluclied to the north.  This aticek wrs re ulsed by SAVEZC

- eromy resistoree and c1l elsimente pulled rzck o bresk centrct znd
211w henvy srtillery Jirss to zefien tho ey yositicns. Ly 1745
hours contoct vig broikas aud £1i cluwente .ere i1 their i ht defencive
resiticns. during the period ef centret slements of 1=C Cav, 2-5 Crv,
cng the Loth .5 ile.iment were Leing poved Snto Llocking positions
rorth, iest @2.¢ south of the oint of con tet. 5 1=0 zir wssrultoed

£




to viciriiy Do 912003 i 1515 hours :nd wotisliched vlocking roziticens
to ihe iorth, .. F=5 C v sir ascnulted from £8 76,03L to vieinity W
9380L2 ot 1225 heurs il eoticklir hed blockine rovitlons covth <f the
point of cat ct. 7 2.0 oven e viel.dty I5 G200L4 ot 1230 hours

and tlocked rossilu enomy veuies of srress te the ccuthwest, & Co
~nd D Co, 2-C Crv 2st.llished soven (7) 1litcen-size hlocking
wozitions froc the §1 =8 Trdc lire 23zt t0 the occun wdens the Ob

z=r: zpi¢ line and completely cut off the routes of egress to the south
and sonthwest. The AOth iRVN Regiment closed the massive Cordon

of contact area by moving the 3d Bn (-) and one ~IC treop to blocking
positions vicinity BS 900050 and the 4th Bn to BS 903043, positioned
on escape routes to the west. DBy nightfall, seven US Companies and
two LIVHE Buttalions were in the ccntact area (B, C, D 1-12 Cav, B 1-8
Cav, 4, D 2-8 Cav, & (~) 1-50 Mech, and 3d Bn (=), 4th Bn, LOth ~EVN).
Continuous battlefield illuminztion was provided durinz the hours

of darkness by UH-IH flareships, Moonshine and Spooky. Heavy artillery
fires were used constantly during the night to neutralized the enery
positicns and interdict routes of egress.

(11) 16 Dec: (Tab E) The attack on TRUCKG LM (1) vegan at
1030 hours after six (6) tactical air strikes, a Co strike and 2 ten
(10) minute artillery preparation by four batteries. The coordinzted
attack was made from south to north by C 1-50 Mech, who become 01 CON
TF 1-12 Cav at O945 huurs, on the left, 4 (-) 1-50 Mesch on the right
with € 1-12 following the two mech companies. The attack through the
village wz=s completed at 1200 hours with the ettacking force meetling
only light resistance. /it 1300 hours & vigorcus pursuit cf the -
enemy was initicted with /L and D 2-8 Cav and C 1-50 Mech (OTCON 2-8
Cav at 1400 hours) pursuing to the north to vicinity BS 932062, TF
1-12 Cav continued to police the battleficld during the afternoon
of 16 Dec. The 1-8 Cav continued to search for elements of the 224
NV.. Regiment on the BONG SOM Flain west of Highway 1 but had no
significant sightings or contact throughout the day, The 2d Bn
replaced the 4th En, 4Oth ARVI Regiment and with the 3d Bn (=)
remained in their blocking positions to the west but hed no contact
with the enemy.

(12) 17 Dec: TF 1-12 Cav with a platoon of & Co, 8th
Engineers continued to police the battlefield and destroy enemy
rortifications in TRUUNG L (1) TF 2-8 Cav continued the pursuit
north to vicinity BS 922076 but did not rcestablish contact with
the 22d WV.. Regiment on the BUNG SON Tlein west of Highwey 1 but had
no significant sightings during the day. The 2d Pn and 3d Bn (-), 4Oth ARVN
Regt conducted pursuit ¢f the enemy to the ncrtheast from their
blocking positicns but had no significant contact. .

(13) 18 Dec: .1l elements of the 1st Bde and 4Oth
.RVH Regiment continued to ssarch for the 22d NV:. Regiment on the
BUIG Sult Flain but had no significant contact throughout the day.

9




{14) 19 Dec: (Tab F) During the morning howrs 21l clesments
of the 1st Bde continued to search fur the 22d NV. lLegiment. .t 1110
hours & relisble intclligonee report pinpcinted clements of the 22d .
Negiment vieinity BS 945010. ascrial recurmoissance of the area by
i Trocp, 1-9 Cav revealed an antenne wire leading to a large bunker
cemplex, ot 1408 hours, D 2-B was air nssauvitaed to vicinity BS 955010 to
exploit this intelligence and was engaged by an unknewn sizC enemy
ferce vieinity BS 653010. D Cu irmedistely breke contact to &llow ;
tactical eir strikes and artillery to neutrzlize ‘the area and three i
more companies were air assaulted te the west and south of the contact ;
area to block routes of egress. . s D 2-8 was pulling back to break
contict, an airberne Isychelogical tarfere Team crbited the area
telling the eivilians tc leave the village 2nd encouraging the HV..
to surrender, . few of the civilians obeyed the message and departed _
t¢ the scuth to get cut of the targst arec but the RV. refused to !
surrender. « totzl of six air strikes were used and by 1700 hcurs the
pinpeint accuracy of the iir Foree had comrletely destrcyed the !
bunkcr complex. By 1800 hours all arecs arcvund the contact were
cccupied by blocking forces with D 2-8 on the east, B 2-8 on the
scutheast ond the ZUMG 301 River blocking escope reutes to the north.
The four companies established platocn size tlocking pcsitions while
Lightning #ug and .I potrelled the river. Centinucus battlefield
illuminaticn wes proviced by UH-1H flareships, Mocnshine znd Spovky
while heavy artillery fires hit the terget area threoughout the night.
The 1-& Cav and 1-12 Cav hed no significant centact during the dey.
Several times cdurifiz the night the enemy was sighted crossing the
river to the north and engcged by artillery and Att.. A true assessment
was impossible but mony casualties were undoubtedly inflicted.’ -

P S

{15) 20 Dec: (Tab F) Four air strikes and intensive artillery

fires were used tc neutralize the contact arec pricr tw the attack to

the west by D 2-8 at 1000 hours. & ccerdinzted attack with D 2-8 Cav

and C 1-50 Mech on linc had becn rlanned but swift tidal currents and
stecp muddy banks in the HUNG oCH River prevented C 1-50 Hech from
crossing tc jein the attack, The accuracy and devastation of the air

end zrtillery fires hod completely climincted the cnery resistence

and D 2-8 completed the attack threugh ol KGHIEr with no contact.

(16) ilthough the Dattle of TuM GUAN officially ended
202,00 hours Decerber 1967, ¢hé 2-8 Cav remtined in &b KGHISF for
threc (3) days digzing through the demolished bunkers and fertified
positicns reccvering enemy bodies and weapins. These figures are
refleeted in the totzls for the Battle of T.Xi CUAK.

b, OSuppert.
(1) aviation: The organic and suprperting aviation
clements provided the fullowing support tc the ist drigade during the
Battle of Taild QUaN,

(2) 1st Bde .vn Flt
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(2)

the periced were:

(b)

(e)

1. OH-13:

a. Total hcurs flown 276.5
b. average hours flown per AfC 60
g. 4vsrage heurs flovm per day per

&"L/C 1-50
d. Tetal number of missions 156
e, Total mumber of sorties L85
f. average mmber of missions {flovm

per ii/C per day 7.2
g. Average number of sorties flown

per ./C per day 39

2, UH-1H {CC)

2. Total hcurs flown 237.7
b. Average hours flown per £/C 63
¢. uaverage hours flown per day

per n/c }413
d. Total number of missions 163
e. Total number of soriies 649
f., Average number of missicns flown

per JI‘L/C pEr day 3.7
g. A{wverage number of sorties flown -

rer 4/C per doy 33,2

22%th avwn Bn

1. Total hours flown 432
2, Total log sorties 1829
3. Totel tons of corgo logeed 2973
L. Total combat sorties 1727
5, Total combat troops carried LEG3
6. Total hours flown by gunshirs 125
7. Total escort sorties flown by

gunshirs - 315
8. UH-1H esircraft utilized 2s CC's flaw

a total of 120 heurs,
228th »vn Hn
1. Total hours flown 913
2, Totel I.X transported - 12064
3. Total tons cargo carried s 1529

artillery: 2-19th artillery and AR provided close
and ccntinuous fire support during the entire period. Expenditures for

| (a)

Hission: Observed known or suspaected ta:gets
598 L98
Unobserved Total
1501 24,97




(b) ‘rmo: HE Wi 1L SMK  Other Total

Dy typc: 40266 10 1094 566 1070 L5406

(Navy)
(¢) .rmo: Cuserved Ynown or suspected targets
By missicns 289469 SBL2
Urobserved Toiel
6095 L5406

(3) Air Firce: .ir fires werc responsive and accurate.
The volume, flexibility and adaptability of the air cffort in support of
the Battle of T.Y GU.N was cutstanding. ouppcrt for the Battle of TaM
GUaR was:s

(a) Total Missicns:
. 59 F.C

. 13 Skysnots

P lro]-

{b} Total sorties

1. FI100 - 146
2, B57-2
3, FLC - 11

(¢) Grdnance Expended

1. 302 ¥ 82 High Drag Eombs (79.5 tons)
2. 2251 117 Gi Berbs (87.6 tons)

3. 116 BaF (LL.5 tons)

L. 29400 rds 20MX

(4) DBomb Domage i.ssessment

118 lilitery structures destroyed
48 Military structures damsged
L5 Tunkers destreyed

18& Dunkers damzged

3 Bunkers unccvered
905 Meters of tronch urcovered
1 50 Gol 1D positicn destroyed

Fajohn i Roinf—

(4) Enginecr: » Cunyany, Sth Engincurs provided
cutstanding support during the Battle of . U M. Support for the
battle was!

(2) 9 Engineer platcon days (demvliticns, mineswecps
and police cf the battlefield).

(b) 24 Bulldczers heurs

(¢) 24 Hours with 3414 (Cackhoe)
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12, (C) ADMINISTA. TICH KD LOGISTIC.. duinistrative and logistical
support during the Hottle of Tig: QULE continued to operate in 2n cut~ !
stending manner ond presented no mejor problens. :

13, (C) RESULTS.

z, Friendly Losses: Us ~RVH
(1) KI. 50 30
(2) WI. 250 71

b, ELnemy Losses:

(1) £L. (EC) 650 (Us & JRVi combined figzures)
(2) FOU 3 Wi, 29 VC (US only)
(3) Weapens Losses: (US only)

() 27 K 47's

(b) 58 rifles (oKs's, M1 Carbines, Mi5 36, &

Hauser)

(¢) 3 3LOFRL

(¢) 2 75 TR

(e} 6 RiD LG

(£) 3 7.62 CHICUM Type 53 HMG

(g) 3 pistcls

(4) BEmuipment Losscs:

{a) 31 Mortar ruunds

(b) 3 Bangzlcre Torredecs
{¢) 4 IR rcunds

(¢) 7240 rounds smail arms om0
(e) 2 B 40 RL rounds

(f) 52 grenades

(g) 26 gos mesks

(h} 1000 £t WD 1

(i) & mines

(3) 1 Field telerhone

(k) 2 poir binoculars

14. (C) CGELiDaL5 .iL.IYSIS, The Dattle of T.3 (UL was the
largest and most suceessful battle conducted by the 1st Bde thus fer
during Operativn PERSHING. The tremendocus SECCE8S5S realized in this
battle cannot be credited to the bde alcne, The victory is equally
shared in the outstanding and courageous rerticiration by zllies,
other services and cther units not normally found cperating with the
1st Bde., The force that was molded on the field of battle cduring
the pericd 6-20 Docember 1967 was an unbectable cobirmticn of air,
iand and sez elements fully supported by outstanding combat support
and combat service support uniis of all types end missicns., It wes
a distinct pleasure to command and asscciate with the gallant, guick
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reacting, flexitle and tircless teom c¢f professionals who participated
in the several engagements of the Rattle of To¥ (UAN. Their one
burning geal, to find znd defcat tho cneny, became a realizaticn in
gaining this important victory.

/s/Denald V. Latten

/t/DCILLD V. RaTTal
Colonel, Infantry
Cummanding

Tnelosures 1 - Icssens Learned
2 = Sketch Maps
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12 1et ACD
1-8 Cav
2-8 Cav
1-12 Cav
2-19 arty
2-20 .rty
gth Engr
11th Vil Gp
228th .SH Bn
22%th AH Bn
AL0 (USLF)
13th Sig
Dde HHC
2d Bde
34 gde
s3
1-50 Mech
1-9 Cav
MHil Hist
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VLLTEL E GUNN
Captain, Infantry
adjutant
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1ESSONS LERKED

1. (0) L¥udti LTLIED: The nost efficient way to eliminate
enemy Lunkers and fortified positions 1is by T«C AIL.

2. Discussion: During the Battle of T.M GUsN the 224 NV
fought frum well rropored bunkers snd trenches, While heavy artillery
is cffeetive against the smeller bunkers, the time involved in adjusting
and cumpleting o rrecisien destructicn missicn on each target precludes
its use 25 the scle means of elimincting bunkers and fertified pesitions,
Vedivm and light artillery has nc effect what—-so-ever cn the bunkers
onct tronches typically used by the IW. unless one reccives a direct hit.

B, Opeorvaticm: T.C . Iw must e ineiuwces in the cemynicr's
~1wms for thé Gestrueiicn of Lanbker zn¢ iranch retworks usol by the LV
% combinotion of M117 750 1lbs and 500 1b High Drag bombs to destroy the
Lunlers and collapse the trenches and napelm te destroy enemy personnel
proved very effective during the Eattle of T QUAN.

2. () LESSCN LS:RNED: CS is valuable in forcing the enemy from
their positions. '

a, Discussion: During the Battle of Tali ((ULN tremendous
success was reslized in employing & combination of riot control
2gent CS followed by artillery TOT's 4 problem occured when the B
158 modules were cropped from below minimum altitude. The modules
¢id rot have encugh time to properly sctivate znd the desirec target
coverage was not achieved.

b, Observation: The use of C3 in o battle area reguires
detailed prior plenning, Trovisions must be made for packaging and de-
livering gzs masks at the proper time to rreveni unneccessary delags
in the exccution of the battle plan, Iilots flying the helicopters
dispensing the Z 158 modules must be educated in proper methods
of enmployment, altituce, directicn of flight, troop dispositions and
wind-drift factors.

3. (C) L3S3CK LERNZD: Flame thrower .FC's con be effectively
used to neutralize enemy fortifications.

a. Discussion: The inmportance of erplcying fleme thrower
1C's with mech infantry was brought ocut in the early stages of the
pettle of T~ (UM, There were several occasicns where the flame
tracks were oble tc maneuver W 2 position to eliminate pockets of
resistznce in bunkers and trenchss. Had the flame throwers not been
availzble, friendly cosualties weuld have been considerably higher.

b, Cbservation: Flamethrower tracks can be employed well
rorward with attacking mech and infentry units with great success.
1 .th inherent mebility ond armored protection, the flame tracks are
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invalucble in the close-guarter fighting thot is peeuliar to the type
terrain encountered in this battle.

4. (C) LESsS0 LEQKED: Cembat Ingincers should be used to follow
the infantry and destriy bunkers and trenches, im rove crossing sites
for trocks =nd heavy equipment, and sstablish 1its 'for resupply ond
redevac, -

a, Discussion: i neced for Zngincer support devcloped guickly
during the Battle of T.Ii LU.N vhen it became apperent thot the +ICls
ware having diffieulty getting into the ares of contact. This occured
guring the first evening of the bottle and plans were irmediately -
formulsted to send engineer suprort into the area. The engineers
were uscd to construct a causewey for the LFC's, clesr 2n 1z for
resupply and Medevze and to destrcy the bunker and trench networks
in the battle arees.

b. Observetion: Commandears should quickly reccgnize 2 ne2d
for engineer support if the need down exist., It is impractical for the
infontry to carry the derwliticns required to destroy all bunkers and
tronches found in o battle area when the cngineers can bring in heavy
eouimment to do the jeb., The timely clearing of an LZ is exirencly.
importent for resupply and tedevac ond there are times when cressing
sites rmust be mode to permit accoss by tracked vehicles and heavy equijp-
ment into the battle ares,

5. () Lisalic LE RHSD:  The battleficld must be peliced after 2l
contact has cecsed,

a. Discussicn: The majurity of weapons, documents and other
valu=ble intelligence items were found by units romeining in the battle
area to eonduct a pulice of the battlefield. This time was also used
t¢ hove enginecrs destroy the bunkers and trenches, Zach of the battle
arcas were therouzhly policed after each contact and the results justified
the usc cf company size units to cecomplish this, :

b. Observation: Time must be allewed for units to remain in
areas of significent contact to cenduct a thorough police of the
battleficld and destroy «ll fortifications.

6, (C) LESSON LELRMED: Houtes of eneny egress {from a major
contoct area must bs interdicted.

a. [Discussion: The Battle of Tl (U once agein proved the
imrortance of surrvunding the batile area with forces to inhibit and
interdict enemy movement cut of the area of contact. The ncermal pettern
of the BV. is o fight until dark end then evade from the battlc area.
ilthough it is impossidble tc block 21l cnemy escafpe, many casuslties
are inflicted, a psychclogicel adventage is obtained and the enery is
further discrganized and confused by sufficiznt blocking forces and
zn adequate plan of blocking fires. = systen was habitually used




throushout the Battle of T2 U.li to accumplish this inhibiting
mancuver while still allowing frec roon for fires in the centoact
aren without cpdangering friencly troops.

5. Obscrvaticn: Flans to contain the battle ares should be
made early incorpurating 2 systen of glatoon sized vlocking positions,
vlocking fires and sufficicnt illuminatien tc inhibit eneny 25¢npe
frem o contact area during dzrimess.

7. (C) 1E3SOK LE-RNED: Censtant illuminstion is reguired cn the
wattlefield during the hours ¢f darkness.

2. Discussicn: Zarly planning was necessary to insure that
sTter night cdefunsive rositions were astablished by elements in contact,
iliwminaticn was provided by 2 cembination of Uh-1H flareships, Mconshine
and sprocky. The constant i1luminztion hindered the snemy's atterpl
to muve cut of ccntect areas and permitted accurate artillery fires to
kit his pesitions. Froblems did oceur because of the long reaction
time required to get ¥oonshine and Spocky on station. Gaps in the
pericds cf illumincticn by Moonshine ~nd Spocky were filled by crganic
floreships or ortillery illumination.

b, Obscrvaoticn: The cecisicn to use or nct use Adx Farce
i{llumination should be made &s early os possible after initial contact
is made. This will alliow sufficient time for the request to be
rorworded through channels and hove the aircraft on station at the
recuired time. The 4dr Force aircraft have & lenger stetion time and
e jiuch better than orgenic flareships for long periods of illumination.
Lefueling time for these aireraft can be covered by other .iir Force
aircraft, orgonic flareships or tube illuminotion.

g, {(C) LESwOH LARNED: afC's should use colored mumber panels
to permit ezsy jdentification from the air.

a. Discussicn: There were rericds when the pov enent and maneuver

of the APC's had tu be centrelled frem the 2iy. It was extremely
Gifficult to identify a specific trock or tracks from the air and relay
the identification to the ccmmanéer on the ground. Valunble time was
vinsted by not bing able to clearly identify clements of the mech
cumpeonies from the air.

b, Observation: Colored number panels should te disylayed on
ecach FC. This will allew quick identification and permit the
commander in the air to relay specific infcrmation +o the commander Cn
the ground, '

9. (C) LELoUR 1L=:RiED: Units rust not cordon contact areas in 2
marner that will deny the usc of artillery znd air fires.

~. Discussiocn: n nc ocezsiun during the buttle of Tali
GU.LH were units 2llowed to eclcse sO tichtly eround & centect area
that the use of artillery and air fires would be severely restricted.




This would have denied the commander one of his most vnluxble
advantaces and means of neutralizing the cnery positions.

b, Observation: Commonders rust insure that their units
sre not derloyed in such a manner thot it restricts the usc of his
rost rowerful punch, Casuzlties will be greatly reduced if units are

rositicned to zllow maximum dellvery of artillery and air fires.

17, (C) L1=ZSSUN LE.RKED: Clearance for ailr strikes in an 4RVN .0
mist be initiated immedintely.

_ o. Discussion: The procedure for clwzaring an sir strile

in tho /BVN AC is detailed ond time consuming. Requests for clearance
mast go through chamnels to the 22d LRVN Divisioun Hq and on one occasion
1: thok one and a quarter hours for an immediate air strike to be
doliivored.,

b. Observoiion: s precedure to expodite clearance requestis
in the .RVN #C was adopted. . grid is assumed in the expected erea
of eccitact and the request initiated for clearance pricr to the
roguect for 2ir support. Vhen the need for air fires became ayparent,
ramre had olready beon grented.  This saved valuable time and

ilowed timely delivery of crdnance,

» I

£

11. (C) LESSUN Li/IMED: Tanks are necessary in battles on the
BuiG 20N Plain, .
_ 2. Diseussion: It is cyporent that ar=er would hzve been
2ranlusble during the Battle of Tal CUW.N. Sufficient access rcoutes

into all areas of contact were avzilzble and the use of tanks to
attack the enery fortified positicns weuld have greatly recuced
friendly cesuslties. The H 113 proved valuable but lack the heavy
fircs and armered protecticn of an M 48 or M 60.

b. Observation: i tank company should be attached to the
1st Pde fer use in the ICNG SCW Ilain, The availability of tanks
yeuld greatly enhance the brigade!s operations and increase its
flexibility ond firepower while greatly decreasing vulnerability and
crcunlties in large in large scelc centacts.

12, (C) LESSCN LE.RNED: OH-13's helicopters can be effectively
used to exrleit a CS attack,

a, During the zfternoun of 8 December the 1st PBrigade Scouts,
flying tww {2) CB-13's observaticn helicorters, wore emy. loyed to
exypleit the effects of an aerial delivered CS attack. Immediately
after the CS attack, the secut Team, with aviator 2nd gurner/cbserver
weering rretective masks, flew intc the gessed ared to observe enemy
movements and to deliver effective autcnstie weapons fire on enemy
personnel ettenpting o Tflce the crec, The Scouts were ahlu to
engage several enemy troops attemnting to escape the effects of the CS.
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b. Observotion: Scout helicopters can be ef fectively used to
exyloit 2 CS attnck, [lthcough visibility is restricted by the mrotective
mask and €5 cloud, 2 cluse working teom of cbscrvatiun helicopters cen
exyleit a2 gas cttock, '

13. (C) LESCHN LT RMED: Track shrouds musi be used by M113's
in crossing 2 fost moving body cf woter,

a. Discussion: The terrain of the BONG 501 Flain has been
described os & combination of GU.DulCilL.L and the hedgerows of ROEIANDY .
;n ottock agoinst a flank is impossible because the encmy defends
in o small perimeter (Cutline of a fortified village). To change
directicns in the atiack of the cnemy &nd to englge him in two or more
dirceticns in the limited crez that the enemy ceeupies is cifficult
and hos seversl disadvantages. «ttacks from several directicn must
be closely centrelled and even then there is & goud chance that casualties
will bz teken by friendly units from friendly smell arms fire. The
chief disadventoge is thet this method will restrict the cne big
advantage of fire power in the form artillery and tac 2ir,

b, Observeticn: The scluticn 1o the sequence of attack of
» fortifisd enemy position adopted by this unit in the Battle of T.M
(Ut ise

(1) Contact fully developed by infaniry and aerial -scouts
te dovelepe size and shape of cnelly pesition. o

_ (2) .ir fires are massed to the point of ccmplete devast-—
ation of the area by 750 1b and 500 1b High Drag {low ceiling) bembs
mixed with Nepolr.

(3) frtillery fires are used ccnstontly en the enscy
rositions and to block enexmy escape.

(4) Centsct area is ringed by units in platocn sized
blecking positiuns to inhibit enemy escape.

(5) Illuminaticn is plammed to light entire contact area
for the durcticn of all pericds of derkness.
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(6) .ir and artillery fires are increased in tempo
prior to any attack., Riut control agent (S is used to crive the
enemy out of prepared rositicns into z following artillery TCT and
exploitation by aericl sccuts and gunships.

(7) ,ttacking elaments are rreceded by armered
vehicles with flamethrower tracks and portable flomethrewers used
well forward,

(8) Bach attacking unit is echeloned in depth to provide
follow-up units to mop up by passed pockets of enemy resistonce and to
securc medevac operaticns end lost or damaged equirment.,

(9) Engineers with heavy equipment and other maneuver
wnits follow to conduct thurcugh battlefield police.

1-6
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SKETCH MAES

Sketch maps of contact areas are indicated in the fcllewing tabs:

Tab i 6 Dec 67

Tab B 7 Dec 67

b { 8 to 10 Dec 67

Tab D 11 4o 14 Dec 67
Teb . E 15 to 16 Dec 67
Tab F 19 to 20 Dec €7

Incl 2
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